
 

Dear Great Hearts Live Oak Parents and Guardians, 

Books are at the core of a classical, liberal arts education. At Great Hearts Academies, it has always been the 

tradition for students to develop a personal library of books which constitute the core reading of a Great Hearts 

education. We call these books “Classics to Keep.” Parents and guardians are strongly encouraged to purchase 

these books for their students’ personal collections so that they can thoughtfully annotate them during class 

discussions and then keep them for years after—allowing students to develop their own impressive personal 

library of classics over the course of their academic career with Great Hearts.  

The 2025-2026 “Classics to Keep” list can be found below. When purchasing Classics to Keep, families 

may choose whichever vendor they wish; however, it is imperative that the ISBN is an exact match to 

the linked text. This promotes effective instruction and high-level engagement by ensuring that all students 

are literally “on the same page.” For families who do not purchase the texts, their student will be given 

access to a copy of these books and will be asked to return the books in good condition once their class has 

finished working with them. Caution: Search engines for Amazon and used book vendors may take you 

to an edition that does not match the required ISBN.  

Finally, it is important to note that the “Classics to Keep” booklist is by no means exhaustive of the rich 

literature read as part of our curriculum. In addition to the books listed below, there is an impressive list of 

poetry, short stories, and books read aloud at every grade level.  

Happy reading! 

Headmaster Williams 

 

  



 

KINDERGARTEN  

Title ISBN 

Little Bear 9780064440042 

Mouse Soup 9780064440417 

Aesop’s Fables 9780486280202 

Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel  9780395259399 

The Story of Jumping Mouse 9780688087401 

The Velveteen Rabbit 9780380002559 

1ST GRADE 

Title ISBN 

A Bargain for Frances 9780064440011 

Bedtime for Frances 9780064434515 

Frog and Toad Collection 9780060580865  

My Father’s Dragon 9780440421214 

Owl at Home 9780064440349 

The Beatrix Potter Collection  9780723258599 

 

 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/little-bear-book-else-holmelund-minarik/1100553642?ean=9780064440042
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/mouse-soup-arnold-lobel/1100184515?ean=9780064440417
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/aesops-fables-aesop/1100279856?ean=9780486280202
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/mike-mulligan-and-his-steam-shovel-virginia-lee-burton/1100058383?ean=9780395259399
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/story-of-jumping-mouse-a-native-american-legend-john-steptoe/1009193543?ean=9780688087401
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/velveteen-rabbit-margery-williams/1100308155?ean=9780380002559
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/bargain-for-frances-russell-hoban/1100557737?ean=9780064440011
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/bedtime-for-frances-russell-hoban/1101703028?ean=9780064434515
https://www.amazon.com/Frog-Toad-Collection-Box-Set/dp/0060580860
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/my-fathers-dragon-ruth-stiles-gannett/1101117680?ean=9780440421214
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/owl-at-home-arnold-lobel/1100192772?ean=9780064440349
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/selected-tales-from-beatrix-potter-beatrix-potter/1008044718


 

2ND GRADE 

Title ISBN 

Elmer & The Dragon 9780440421368 

Dragons of Blueland 9780440421375 

Charlotte’s Web 9780064400558 

The Cricket in Times Square 9780374390402 

Little House in the Big Woods 9780064400015 

The Boxcar Children 9780807508527 

3RD GRADE 

Title ISBN 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 9780064471046 

Little House on the Prairie 9780064400022 

Trumpet of the Swan 9780064408677 

Pinocchio     9781463714413 

Alice in Wonderland 9798749522310 

  

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/elmer-and-the-dragon-ruth-stiles-gannett/1102241484
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dragons-of-blueland-ruth-stiles-gannett/1100836861?ean=9780440421375
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/charlottes-web-e-b-white/1101727968?ean=9780064400558
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/cricket-in-times-square-george-selden/1100555843?ean=9780312380038
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/cricket-in-times-square-george-selden/1100555843?ean=9780312380038
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/little-house-in-the-big-woods-laura-ingalls-wilder/1100545480?ean=9780064400015
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/boxcar-children-gertrude-chandler-warner/1100384065?ean=9780807508527
https://www.amazon.com/Lion-Witch-Wardrobe-C-Lewis/dp/0064471047
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/little-house-on-the-prairie-laura-ingalls-wilder/1100543876?ean=9780064400022
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/trumpet-of-the-swan-e-b-white/1100544443?ean=9780064408677
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/pinocchio-carlo-collodi/1100045757?ean=9781463714413
https://a.co/d/4H11dRv


 

4TH GRADE 

Title ISBN 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 9781950435432 

The Adventures of Robin Hood 9780141329383 

Carry On, Mr. Bowditch 9780618250745 

Prince Caspian 9780064471053 

The Phantom Tollbooth 9780394820378 

5TH GRADE 

Title ISBN 

The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 9780064471077 

Island of the Blue Dolphins 9780547328614 

The Secret Garden 9780064401883 

Where the Red Fern Grows 9780440412670 

Across Five Aprils 9780425182789 

Grimm’s Fairy Tales 9781402767029 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Wonderful-Wizard-Illustrated-First-Anniversary/dp/1950435431/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1EFBWLNZJ4AP0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Scf5V8Y_eYap-JgKBDvR8RtuGP15xRiRAa4sRALBSZXGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.d0dSF1Qe0WaWIpyQVVbt8ObDKvE5noa4hbsdA8zy0uo&dib_tag=se&keywords=9781950435432&qid=1719924707&sprefix=9781950435432%2Caps%2C89&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/adventures-of-robin-hood-roger-green/1101075121?ean=9780141329383
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/carry-on-mr-bowditch-jean-lee-latham/1102477232?ean=9780618250745
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/prince-caspian-c-s-lewis/1100426906?ean=9780064471053
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/phantom-tollbooth-norton-juster/1100291220?ean=9780394820378
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/voyage-of-the-dawn-treader-c-s-lewis/1100550844?ean=9780064471077
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/island-of-the-blue-dolphins-scott-odell/1002092165?ean=9780547328614
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-secret-garden-frances-hodgson-burnett/1132821398?ean=9780064401883
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/where-the-red-fern-grows-wilson-rawls/1100192776?ean=9780440412670
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/across-five-aprils-irene-hunt/1100315338
https://www.amazon.com/Grimms-Fairy-Sterling-Unabridged-Classics/dp/1402767021

